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It is a milestone indeed for the Chinese that Yang Li-Wei, an astro-
naut, was successfully sent into space for the first time by the Shenzhou
5 Spacecraft. This achievement brings pride to all Chinese people. While
attending elementary school, I heard my teacher say that the Great
Wall was the only man-made structure visible to the naked eye from
space. Although I sought to collect the photos of the Great Wall taken
from space early on, I have never been able to find one. Before the
launch of Shenzhou 5, I had hoped that Astronaut Yang Li-Wei would
bring such photos back from space as a present to the whole world.

Upon the smooth return of Yang Li-Wei to the earth, Bai Yan-Bing,
from Chinese Central Television, asked him in an interview: “Another
question that has concerned so many viewers is how you felt looking at
the earth during your space flight of more than 20 hours. Did you see
the Great Wall?” Yang replied, “The earth looked beautiful. But I did not
see our Great Wall.” Although his words were truthful, they disappointed
many.

Frankly speaking, the Great Wall, a symbol of diligence and skills of
the Chinese people, would not lose any of its enormous wonder even if
it is not seen from space. Any man-made wonder like the Great Wall
would disappear without a trace when placed in this huge universe.
Have you ever thought, my friends, about whose works this boundless
universe, the beautiful earth seen by Yang Li-Wei from space, and even
you and me are? The Bible tells us that the heavens, the earth and eve-
rything in it are made by God (Genesis 2:1). Some doubt the presence
of God and believe that the universe is the product of nature.

Jack Lousma, an American astronaut in Skylab 3, flew in space for 59
days in 1973 laying the foundation for the space shuttle program. He
once wrote: “If I can't believe that the spacecraft I fly assembled itself,
how can I believe that the universe assembled itself? I'm convinced only
an intelligent God could have built a universe like this.” Frank Borman,
another US astronaut, piloted the Apollo 8 spacecraft to circle the moon
successfully for the first time in 1968, paving the way to a moon landing.
An astronaut from the former Soviet Union later asked him if he saw
God in space. He replied, “"No, I did not see Him, but I did see His evi-
dence.” Yang Li-Wei is blessed as the first Chinese astronaut in space.
Although he did not see the man-made Great Wall, he did see “the
beautiful earth”—the work of God. How negligible are the things made
by man when compared to the things made by God!

We do not have to go to space to find God. God came to us in Jesus
a long time ago, looking for us. The Bible says, “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God’s love is right
before our eyes if we only turn our focus from the work of humans to
the work of God.



