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I was a student in junior high school in Beijing when Mao Ze-Dong passed
away. The government issued an order to all institutions to hold public funerals
for Mao. The funeral was held in the field stadium of our school. It was a sunny
and bright September morning. The campus, once noisy and pleasant, was dead
silent. We were instructed far in advance by the school authority that all
participants should be absolutely serious and no teasing and laughing were
permitted. Offenders would be dealt with severely. I, along with my classmates,
was carefully standing in line by the school gate waiting for my turn to enter the
field stadium. On that day, we had no interest in teasing as we often do to pass
time. Besides, it was so dull outside the school gate. I only saw a horse-driven
cart parked nearby. But suddenly, the horse started sneezing and got louder and
louder. We all tried our best not to laugh. Two girls finally could not hold it in
any longer and they did. They were later forced to state their repentance before
the whole school. This was the first funeral that I attended.

Funerals in the world, regardless of cultures and customs, are often more
similar than different. The relatives of the dead are sad and crying loudly. All
participants are silent with cloudy faces. The black and white would cover all the
lively colors. The sad musical pieces suffocate the atmosphere. All arrangements
seem to be for the funeral participants to feel the fear and hopelessness toward
death and to accept being conquered eventually by death. However, there is
another kind of funeral held quietly around the world.

I came to Mei-Zhu's funeral with a sad and heavy heart. Mei-Zhu was a
Christian. She owned a restaurant earlier and dedicated herself later to full-time
charitable work. When working in City of Light services, a ministry of her church,
she treated the homeless as her relatives—with compassion and generosity,
bringing Christ’s love to others. She became severely ill and faced death with
courage and laughter. She once said to the visiting Christian brothers and sisters:
“Please do not feel sad for me. I rejoice for going to be with my Lord.” She then
recited the verses of Psalm 23 in the Bible: “"Even though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me. Surely
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.”

Mei-Zhu's funeral was held in the auditorium of the church. Entering the door,
I encountered a noisy crowd. People were greeting each other and telling how
they got to know Mei-Zhu. The front platform was decorated with more flowers
than as usual. The ceremony began with someone leading the prayer, praising
God for letting Mei-Zhu live among the people and for blessing others through
her faith. This was followed by people getting on the platform to tell stories
about Mei-Zhu. Her kindness, tenderness and wisdom made me full of respect
for her. Her sense of humor often caused participants to laugh with joy. I was
immersed in the laughter and my sadness disappeared without trace. The
laughter in this funeral was declaring to the world that life does not end in death.
Death has no power here and death has been conquered.

Dear friends, do not believe for a moment that life appears randomly and
ends only in death. Jesus, the Son of God, fulfilled God’s will with his death on
the cross and his resurrection three days later: “For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life” (John 3:16).
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