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What is Christmas All About?
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“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for
this is the law and the prophets. Enter through the narrow gate; for
the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and
there are many who take it. For the gate is narrow and the road is
hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:12-
14 NRSV). "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me” (John 14:6 NRSV).

The meaning of Christmas comes from the message and
promises of Jesus. Jesus wants to give us new life and the highest
possible objective for life. Jesus tells us that the God of heaven loves
us and knows us. God even knows how many strands of hair are on
our heads! When a sparrow falls to the ground, God knows it, so how
can God not know the innermost recesses of our hearts? Jesus wants
to become our friend, to help us cultivate our moral behavior and
change our lives.

Jesus said that if we'll turn to God and repent of our sins, put our
faith in him and obey him, then he stands ready to forgive our sins.
This is a difficult process however. What can be more difficult than
leaving evil and doing good? But Jesus wants to empower us on the
inside to become a new creation, a new person. A Chinese proverb
says, “Moving a mountain is easy compared to changing a person’s
nature.” Deep inside our hearts, however, if we will admit that we
need to change, Jesus appears and says that he is willing and ready to
help us change.

Why do we say unkind things? Why do we hit, slander and malign?
Why do we try to find happiness in a bottle of alcohol? Why lust for the
wife of another while ignoring our own spouse? Why do we think that
money is the answer to all problems? Why do we live a self-centered
life, rather than thinking of others more? The message of Jesus is that
he can change all of these aspects of our lives, and, in the process,
enable us to find what he calls “the abundant life” (John 10:10).

Remove Christ from Christmas and it looses its meaning. Receive
Jesus as “the way, the truth and the life,” and everyday becomes
Christmas!

If you want to celebrate Christmas, I suggest that you do so by
reading the Bible. Meet this Jesus Christ who was born in a manger,
watch him perform miracles, appreciate his suffering on the cross, and
put your faith in him as the Savior of the world. At the same time,
you'll understand why the birth of Jesus Christ causes the whole world
to rejoice and all mankind to celebrate!

Merry Christmas!
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In Asia, Europe and the Americas, most people know about Christ-

mas, but they don’t necessarily understand what Christmas is all about.

Whose birthday does Christmas celebrate? Why is it called a “holy”
birth?

During the Christmas season, the stores are all decorated in special
ways. Everywhere you look, you see Santa Clause, elves, reindeer and
Christmas trees. Throughout the stores are red and green, ribbons and
bows, lights and ornaments. Displayed presents are beautifully
wrapped, as thousands of shoppers purchase clothes, electronics, toys
and books. It's easy to see that Christmas is Big Business!

The real meaning of Christmas, however, is not in these things.
Santa Clause, Christmas trees, buying and exchanging of gifts are all
extras. The real meaning of Christmas comes from a man, and the
man is Jesus Christ. Because Jesus came from heaven as God in the
flesh, he is holy; hence his birth is termed a “holy birth.” (The English
term Christmas literally means the “mass of Christ,” which is not in the
Bible; indeed the term Christmas is not in the Bible.)

When Jesus was on the earth, he didn't ask anyone to turn his
birthday into a festival or celebration. Although the Bible records the
birth of Jesus, no where in the Bible is there any mention that the first
century Christians celebrated his birth. In fact, the Bible does not tell
us on what day or even in which year Jesus was born.

The meaning of Christmas comes from the infant Jesus who
was “the Word made flesh.” Remember, however, that the infant
grew up! Christians today not only remember the infant in the manger,
we venerate the adult who suffered on the cross, and we worship the
Savior who overcame death and exited the tomb.

The meaning of Christmas comes from what Jesus did. God
was with Jesus and empowered Jesus to perform miracles and signs.
Jesus enabled the lame to walk, the blind to see, the deaf to hear.
While on earth, Jesus even raised from death a man named Lazarus.

The meaning of Christmas comes from what Jesus said. Here
are some statements Jesus made, “You are the light of the world. A
city built on a hill cannot be hid...in the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14, 16 NRSV). “But if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little
faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What
will we drink?” or *What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive
for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well
(Matthew 6:30-33 NRSV).”
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